
   CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS TO YOU!
God, our heavenly Father, has

specially invited you on this Christmas
day to experience His love and mercy
as revealed in the person of Jesus
Christ. Probably you know that Jesus
was born around 2000 years ago in a
small town of Bethlehem near
Jerusalem, in a manger. It is a
historical fact that God became man,
by the power of the Holy Spirit taking
flesh and blood from a virgin called
Mary (Ref. Mt. 1: 18-22).  It was
foretold by prophets centuries ago
that “a virgin shall bear a son and he
shall be called Emmanuel i.e., ‘God-
is-with-us’.” (Is. 7: 14) Therefore
Jesus is truly God and truly man. He
was one among the people of his time,
an ordinary man with an extraordinary
commitment to fulfilling God's will
(Ref.John 4:34; 5:30).

The lowly crib where Jesus was
    born amidst animals showcases

the poverty of his parents. They were
materially poor but were rich at heart.
And God looks at the heart not the
exterior. It is but natural to ask why was
Jesus born so poor? Or why was he
born at all? The answer is in the Bible.
In the Gospel of St. Matthew we read
this description: The angel Gabriel
announced to Joseph, “You shall name
him Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” (Mt. 1:21)  The word
Jesus means "one who saves" . Jesus
is born as the Saviour of the world: one
among the sinners, taking up sins of
the world upon himself, and liberating
the whole mankind from the burden of
sins through his sacrificial death on the
cross. Therefore the crib and the cross
are closely connected. Christ of
Christmas and Christ of Good Friday
are both signs of God's immense love
for humanity.

We see Jesus Christ curing people
with mercy and love when we read
about Him in the New Testament of the
Holy Bible. We see Him touching and
healing the lepers, giving sight to the
blind, causing the deaf to hear and
casting out evil spirits from the people.
We read about incidents where Jesus
controls the powers of nature and calms

the unruly sea with his mighty words.
Moreover we also see Him bringing
about inner healing, that is, freeing from
the burden of sins. (Ref: Lk.5:20,31-32)

Jesus gave life to dead people. He
raised a 12-year-old girl and a young
man who was the only son of a widow.
He also brought back Lazarus to life
even though the body had been kept in
the tomb for four days. He is the master
of both life and death. Jesus has said, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die.”

                              (John 11:25-26)
The Christians and the disciples

whom Jesus sent were persecuted by
the Jewish priests and the Roman
emperors in the early Church. But
persecution brought more people to the
faith. A typical example of how God
spreads his Kingdom of love in His
unusual ways is seen in the following
incident. Paul and Silas - two prominent
preachers - were arrested and
imprisoned. At night the gates of the
prison miraculously opened allowing
them to escape. But they remained there
lest the jailer be accused of freeing
them. Seeing this the Jailer had a



conversion of heart and asked them,
“What must I do to be saved?” To this
they replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and you and your family will be
saved.” (For the complete version please
read The Acts of the Apostles16:16-40 )

In his letter to Romans 10:9-13 , St.
Paul exhorts the early Christians to have
faith in Jesus. “If your lips confess that
Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead,
then you will be saved. By believing from
the heart you are made righteous, by
confessing with your lips you are saved”.
In the same passage St. Paul asserts
that before God there is no distinction
between people. There are no barriers
of academic qualification, language,
nationality and social status to
experience the love of God our Loving
Father. All are equal before God.

Jesus has come to save you and your
family. In the saving mission of Christ
there is no distinction of caste, colour or
creed. Nor are there any geographical
boundaries. Jesus is inviting you
personally today with open arms. He is
a friend always, ready to listen to your
worries. He is the Healer who heals your
broken hearts. He says, “Come to me
all of you who are burdened and heavily
laden. I will give you rest.”(Mat.11:28)

Jesus is the only way to His Father
in Heaven because He says, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through
me.” (John 14:6)

If we are to receive the powerful
presence of God, we must prepare
ourselves and preparation needs purity
and humility of heart; a heart that repents
truly and prays for God’s favour. Your
repentance can clear the way of the Lord
to your heart, who will guide you through
His SPIRIT, HEAL your body and soul,
fill you with His PEACE, LOVE and JOY,
and PROTECT you from all harm.

May the peace and love of God be
with you always. The Risen Lord lives
in you and for you today and forever.

To experience the living presence of
Christ and His healing power at work
today, you are welcome to visit:

JEEVAN DHAM
Prayer programme:
St. Anthony's School,
Sector 9, Faridabad.
Every Sunday from
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

E-mail: justcallanthony@yahoo.com
   Website: www.jeevandham.org
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JOYOUS CHRISTMAS!

WISHING
 YOU ALL A

AND A BRIGHT NEW YEAR!


